
 

 

 
Double Edition: Sundays 24th May and 31st May 2026 

Rev Alan writes… .        
It’s Pentecost – Come Holy Spirit! 
At our morning services this Sunday we are 
remembering Pentecost. It’s a special celebration 
because it marks the birthday of the church.  

 
Have a read of Acts 2:1-41. You’ll see how the 
disciples were waiting for the Holy Spirit - promised 
to them by the resurrected Jesus before he 
ascended to heaven. When the Holy Spirit came, 
the disciples were given gifts to speak in tongues of 
the many languages of the visitors to Jerusalem, 
and they declared the mighty works of God. But the 
crowds were puzzled, until Peter spoke about what 
was happening and referenced back to the Old 
Testament prophet Joel. It must have been an 
amazing atmosphere as about 3,000 people 
responded to Peter’s message and the church was 
born! It was the start of age of the Spirit of God and 
the movement of God’s church. Reading on through 
Acts, we see many examples of that movement 
growing as the Holy Spirit brought new life and gifts 
to all of Jesus’ followers. And that movement has 
continued throughout the 2,000-year history of the 
church from that first Pentecost until now. God is 
eager to give the gift of the Holy Spirit to anyone 
who asks. Indeed, Luke 11:13 shows us that even in 
our fallen sinful nature, God will send his Holy Spirit 
to guide and equip us as his disciples today: “If you 
then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him!” 
 
I am eager to see the Holy Spirit breathing new life 
into God’s church and equipping us with the power 
and the gifts to continue the movement as Jesus’ 
Family on Jesus’ Mission.

 

• It’s Pentecost – Come Holy Spirit! 

                                        Read on to find out more… 
 
 
 

SERVICES  
Sun 24 May 
Sun 31 May 
 
ST PETER’S CHURCH 

8.30am 
10.30am* 

 
 

6.30pm* 

Morning service (24th and 31st) 
Worship for Everyone service (24th), 
Worship for Everyone service with 
Communion (31st) 
Parish-wide service with Communion 
(24th), parish-wide service (31st) 

SMITHILLS FELLOWSHIP 

10am 
 

2pm 

Family service with Communion 
(24th), Family service (31st) 
Baptism service in Smithills Chapel 
(31st) 

BARROW BRIDGE MISSION 

10.30am Worship for Everyone service (24th), 
Songs of Praise service (31st) 

ST ANDREW’S HOPE CENTRE 

10.30am Morning service (24th and 31st)  

• Hats On at Oasis! 

• CAP Client Report 2026 

• Calling All Knitters and Crocheters! 

• Prayer for the week from Chris Winstanley on 
behalf of St Peter’s Primary School 

*Livestreamed, search YouTube for ‘stpetershalliwell’ 
We are an accessibility-friendly parish 

HEADLINES 



 

 

Hats On at Oasis! 

John Nicholls and David Perris - the dynamic duo - 
always provide a warm welcome and goodbye at 
Oasis. And they look super smart, sporting their rather 
fetching Oasis caps. Well done chaps, keep up the 
good work! Oasis is every Thursday in St Peter’s with 
coffee from 10.30am and a service 11.30am-12noon. 

 
 

CAP Client Report 2026 

In January this year, CAP Head Office visited our CAP 
Centre (based in the Parish Centre) and interviewed 
members of the staff and CAP Team, plus several 
clients. They did an in-depth analysis of our Debt 
Centre as we were chosen to be one of two churches 
featuring in their 30 years anniversary Impact Report. 
Please click on https://stpetersparish.info/wp-
content/uploads/2026/05/CAP-Client-Report-
2026.pdf and read the impact of our 15 years! We 
feature on pages 18 and 19.   
 

Calling All Knitters and Crocheters! 
Do you knit or crochet? Barrow Bridge Banner Group 
need your help to create a cascade of 1000 poppies 

for Remembrance Day. You can knit 
or crochet using any pattern you like 
or use one provided by the group. If 
you can use your own wool that 
would be greatly appreciated but we 

can supply it, if needed. If you have any wool that you 
no longer want but would like to donate it, that would 
be great too! There’s a box for donated wool along 
with copies of a simple poppy and crochet pattern at 
the Parish Centre. NB: Please drop your completed 
poppies off at the Parish Centre, thank you. Look out 
for more info to follow on events to be held at Barrow 
Bridge Mission relating to Remembrance Day. Contact 
office@stpetersparish.info/ 01204 599900 
 

 

Baptism  
Sun 31 May  
We welcome Louie BIRCHALL (2pm, Smithills Chapel) 
and thank God for the gift of this child and for his 
parents, Godparents, family and friends on this special 
occasion.  
 

 

Halliwell Local History Society 
(incorporating Smithills) 

Tues 26 May, 7.30-9pm, Parish 
Centre 
Michael Alstrop will be speaking 
about ‘Pub Signs’. All welcome. Info 
from enquiries@halliwell-lhs.co.uk 
 

Bolton Christian Meditation Group 
Thurs 28 May, 2-3pm, Parish Centre 

All welcome at this session. No need to book, just turn 
up. For info, contact j.wilde.1963@gmail.com 
 

Dreaming the Impossible Quiz Night  
Sat 6 Jun, 7-9pm, Parish Centre  
Have you got your tickets yet? Book now for this 
fundraiser, led by our young people. Contact Ben 
Latham - 07512 753201 - for more info. 
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Circle of Support for women who support 
and care for husbands / partners with a 
long-term illness 
Weds 3 Jun, 12.30-2pm, Parish Centre 
A facilitated space for quiet conversation and sharing, 
an opportunity to meet others whose lived experience 
is similar. Info from Sam Potts (07702 317481) 
 

Café on the Green 
Sat 6 Jun, 9am-1.30pm, St Peter’s Smithills Dean 

Primary School, Limefield Rd, BL1 6LA 
Delicious food and excellent service.  All 
welcome. Proceeds to Operation Smile 
UK for children with cleft palates. 

 

Out and About Walk 

Sat 6 Jun, meet 9.30am opposite St Peter’s Church 
A lovely, easy to moderate, 6-
mile walk in the Heysham area 
along coastline, country lanes 

and fields with a cafe at the end. Please come along 
even if it is your first time and why not explore nearby 
Morecambe afterwards? Meet outside church at 
9.30am PROMPT. Info: David Moffoot 07767 055967  
 

                                  
Worship Unplugged 

Sun 7 Jun, 6.30pm,               
St Peter’s 
All welcome to this special 
evening service so please 
join us. 
 
 
 

Mission Matters 
This month’s focus is on Dave and 
Kath Richardson from GNfR Good 
News for Romania. Please pray for 
Dave and Kath as they are travelling to 
Romania from 29 May – 15 June 2026. 
Why do they go? They had a very clear 
calling from God to go to Romania in 

1990, mostly to provide help to the many orphanages 
there. Over the years, needs there have changed and 
now their work is with extremely poor families giving 
humanitarian, medical, educational and spiritual 
support.   
 

Dave and Kath say “The Lord constantly confirms that 
we need to keep going even though we sometimes 
question it! We’d appreciate your prayers for the 
following: 

*Please pray for our time there, that we keep safe and 
well and are able to give the right support and cope 
with all the emotional needs and struggles. 
* Pray that shopping for and sorting out all the 
schoolbooks and equipment for the 26 children goes 
well. 

* New clothes and gifts from friends in the UK have 
gone overland for our families so that they’re there 
when we arrive, pray that the Lord will touch the 
hearts of all those that receive this love.  
* One mum of two children has just had to escape 
from her violent husband, pray that we have the right 
words and ways to support her. 
* Pray for Ramona and her 3 children as we give them 
Bibles we have purchased and share our faith with 
them as they want to know more. 
* Pray for Florin and Oana as they get married on 6 
June. 
* We are going into Vasile Parvan School to support 
the children studying the Cambridge Exam, pray that 
we have the opportunity to share how much the Lord 
loves them. 
*Finally, please pray for us as we prepare for two 
groups of students coming to Bolton in July 
for a cultural experience visit. 
Lots of planning to do!”  
Dave and Kath Richardson add 
“Thanks to everyone who 
supported the GNfR coffee 
morning held last Saturday in 

the Parish Centre.  £1587.10 
was raised to support the 
families in need in Barlad - 
praise be to God!” 
 

 

PrayerZone 
Prayer Zone 
Weds 3 June, 7.30-8.30pm,  
St Andrew’s (Hope Centre) 

Gather from across the parish for an 
hour of dynamic prayer and worship. 

 

Prayer for the week  
Chris Winstanley, on behalf of St 
Peter’s Smithills Dean Primary 
School, invites us to pray for our 
children and everyone involved in 
the life of our church school. See 
her prayer on the back page.   
 

Looking Forward  

Soul Sisters Ladies’ Ministry – Praise Party 

Fri 19 Jun, 7.30-9pm, Parish Centre 
Join us for loud, upbeat worship 
music. Led by Brandi, we’ll dance 
the night away with flags, 
banners and our best moves! 
FREE. For more info and space 
purposes, please let us know if 

you’re coming - katie.leaver@hotmail.co.uk 
 

file:///G:/Shared%20drives/Vicar%20and%20Office/Newsletter/katie.leaver@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Prayer from Chris Winstanley on behalf of St Peter’s Primary School 
 
 

Lord, we pray that all our children would shine in whatever they do. Help them to follow the examples, values and 
teaching of Jesus Christ, who teaches us to love one another as He has loved us, and reminds us that He has come to 
bring us life to the full! Father, grant that this would be true for everyone at St Peter’s – children, staff, parents and 
governors. We pray that the school would be a happy place full of life and joy!  We pray particularly for our Year 6 
pupils as they spend their last few weeks at St Peter’s. As they go away on their residential trip, we pray for safety 
and that they would all enjoy the many activities available to them.  We continue to pray for pupils we know who are 
preparing for examinations in the next few weeks. We pray that they would be peaceful and diligent in their study, 
so that their results accurately reflect their capability. We ask these prayers in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Coming up – it’s half term next week so some activities are now paused 
Date & Times Activity                    Details Location 

Mon 25 May (Bank Holiday) / 1 June  

10am-1.30pm 
10am-12noon 

1.30pm-3.30pm 

Ageing Well with Strength and Balance (1st only) 
Coffee Room (1st only) 
Art Group (1st only) 

office@stpetersparish.info 
Drop-in for coffee and cake. All welcome. 
ruthrobinson293@gmail.com 

Parish Centre 

Tues 26 May / 2 June 

10am-11.30am 
6pm-7.15pm 
7.30pm-9pm 

7.30pm – 9pm 

Little Wiggles Toddlers’ Group (2nd only) 
Ignite KS2 Children’s Group (2nd only) 
Tread Youth Group (2nd only) 
Halliwell Local History Society (26th only) 

office@stpetersparish.info 
ignite@stpetersparish.info 
tread@stpetersparish.info 
enquiries@halliwell-lhs.co.uk 

Parish Centre 

Weds 27 May / 3 June  

9am-1pm Hope at the Hub (3rd only) Drop-in community session, all welcome St Andrew’s 

10am-11.30am 
12.30pm-2pm 

Open Door Ladies’ Group (3rd only) 
Circle of Support (3rd only) 

This is precious to me! Val 07902 167971 
Sam Potts 07702 317481 

Parish Centre 

Thurs 28 May / 4 June  

8.30am-9am Prayer Meeting Julie 07835 014470 St Andrew’s 

2pm-3pm 
8pm-9.30pm 

Bolton Christian Meditation Group (28th only) 
Alpha Course and Life Group (4th only) 

j.wilde.1963@gmail.com 
office@stpetersparish.info 

Parish Centre 

10.30am-12noon Oasis Coffee Morning and service Refreshments 10.30am, service 11.30am St Peter’s 

Fri 29 May / 5 June    

10.30am-12noon 
10am-12noon 

7pm-9pm 

Friday Life Connect Group (5th only) 
Watercolours Class 
Stressbusters Badminton 

denis.collier@gmail.com 
Lucinda 07977 821119 
Geoff 07835 388732 

Parish Centre 

Sat 30 May /6 June    

9am-12noon 
7pm-9pm 

INTERACT Performing Arts (6th only) 
DTI Quiz (6th only) 

Lucy/Emma 07896 724531 
ben.latham@stpetersparish.info Parish Centre 

9am-1.30pm Café on the Green (6th only) Delicious food/great service. All welcome. St. Peter’s Sch 

Keep Connected 
Parish Business Manager: Amanda Blease E: amanda@stpetersparish.info / P: 01204 599900 

Finance Officer: Elaine Vincent E: finance@stpetersparish.info / P: 01204 599901 

Vicar: Rev Alan Saunders E: alan@stpetersparish.info / M: 07767 643444 / P: 01204 599909 

Wardens: Simon Scott and Chris Ward 

Pioneer Minister: Rev Josh Openshaw 

E: wardens@stpetersparish.info  

E: josh@stpetersparish.info / M: 07534 309265 

CAP Debt Centre Manager: Sam Wolstencroft E: samwolstencroft@capuk.org / M: 07934 716509 / P: 01204 599903 

Caretaker: David Park E: david@stpetersparish.info  

St Peter’s Parish Centre 
347 Church Road, Bolton BL1 5RR 

www.stpetersparish.info  

 

St Peter's Halliwell 
 

@StPetersHalliwell 
 

@stpetershalliwell 
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