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Prayer lays hold oP God's plan 

and becomes the link between His will 

and its accomplishment on earth. 

Amazing things happen, 

and we are given the privilege 

oP being the channels 

oP the Holy Spirit's prayer. 

- Elisabeth Elliot 



Hello Dear Friends, 

We are delighted to welcome 

you back to this year's 

15 Days of Prayer 

for the Hindu World. 

This resource is utilized globally, 

and we find encouragement 

in knowing that every person 

who prays through this guide 

joins numerous others in 

demonstrating God's love 

for Hindu people and Hindu 

Background Believers. 

OUR THEME THIS YEAR: 

Welcome to the 2024 Fifteen-Day Prayer Guide for the Hindu World! 
This year, our theme centers on "Resilient Light: Hindu Background Believers Amidst Persecution." You may be 
unfamiliar with the term "Hindu Background Believer," so let us explain: A Hindu Background Believer (HBB) refers to an 
individual who has converted from Hinduism to faith in Jesus Christ. These believers often face significant persecution, 
social ostracism, and intense spiritual challenges as they follow Christ while coming from a Hindu background. 
As you journey through this 15-day prayer guide, you will see the term "HBB" used to refer to these faithful individuals. 

This guide has been developed to enrich your understanding and engage your prayer efforts more deeply. 
As we journey together, we will explore the vibrant traditions and complex realities faced by the Hindu people, 
spotlighting the unique struggles of those who have embraced Christianity. We invite you to join thousands around 
the world in praying for the Hindu people during the Diwali festival, from October 24th to November 7th and 
continuing through 2025. This is a special time of united, heartfelt prayer for billions who need to know Jesus as Lord 
and 5avior. While we focus on these important days of prayer, we also encourage you to continue praying throughout 
2025, using this guide as a valuable resource for strategic and effective prayers. Our hope is that this booklet will inspire 
ongoing intercession beyond the 15 days, helping you lift up the Hindu people in prayer throughout the year. 

Our prayer focus is categorized into three critical areas: firstly, an educational exploration into the life and culture 
of the Hindu community; secondly, dedicated prayers for Hindu Background Believers who are subjected to unfair 
persecution; and thirdly, targeted prayers for specific states in India known for their harsh treatment of Hindu 
Background Believers. 

As we pray, let us remember that Jesus Himself endured the greatest persecution of all, suffering on the cross to bring 
salvation to all humanity. His suffering sets the ultimate example, and Scripture encourages us in 2 Timothy 2:12: 
"lfwe suffer, we shall also reign with Him." Let us join together in prayer, trusting in God's strength and protection for 
our brothers and sisters who are facing intense trials, knowing that their perseverance is not in vain and that, in Christ, 
victory is assured. 

The Editors • 15 Days oP Prayer International 



ABOUT THE 15 DAYS OF PRAYER FOR THE HINDU WORLD 

How did 15 Days start? 

In 2016, Christians worldwide, who had 

been actively sharing the love of Christ with 

Hindu communities, felt inspired by the Holy 

Spirit to revive a global prayer movement. 

This movement had previously interceded 

for Hindus in the 1990s. We firmly believe 

that prayer plays a crucial role in mobilizing 

Christian workers to share the Good News of 

Jesus within the Hindu world and release God's 

blessings upon Hindu people. 

Over the past eight years, since reintroducing 

this prayer guide as a tool to encourage 

intercession, we've heard many encouraging 

stories. Undoubtedly, there is a divine 

movement among nations, urging believers to 

pray for Hindus. Our hope is that this humble 

tool reflects the deep love that followers of 

Christ hold for Hindu people-a love that 

desires their prosperity and eternal salvation 

through Jesus Christ. 



About Hinduism 
... BEFORE WE BEGIN PRAYING FOR THE HINDU PEOPLE, LET US FIRST UNDERSTAND 
ABOUT SOME OF THE HINDU CULTURE, BELIEFS, AND RELIGION ... 

What is the Origin of Hinduism? 

Hinduism, is one of the world's oldest religion, it has its roots and customs dating back more than 4,000 

years. Scholars believe it originated between 2300 B.C. and 1500 B.C. in the Ind us Valley near modern­

day Pakistan. Unlike other religions, Hinduism has no single founder; it's a fusion of various beliefs and 

practices. Today, over one billion followers consider it a "way of life" rather than a single, organized 

religion. Hindus worship a single deity, Brahma, while recognizing other gods and goddesses. Key 

concepts include samsara (reincarnation), karma, and the pursuit of moksha (liberation). Hinduism is 

closely related to other Indian religions such as Buddhism, Sikhism, and Jainism." 

What Does It Mean to be Hindu? 

Hinduism and the term 'Hindu' are widely accepted by those who follow this tradition. It encompasses 

diverse ideas, cultural practices, and a shared sense of identity. Unlike some religions, Hinduism lacks a central authority or fixed criteria for being considered 

a Hindu. There's no standard process for leaving Hinduism, nor a prescribed method for nonborn Hindus to convert. Being Hindu is an inherent identity, not 

dependent on specific beliefs, deity worship, or formal conversion. 

What Shapes the Hindu Religion? 

Hinduism is shaped by a blend of religious texts, philosophical concepts, cultural practices, and social structures. Key religious texts include the Vedas, 

Upanishads, and epics like the Mahabharata and Ramayana, which lay the foundation for its rituals and beliefs. Philosophical concepts such as dharma 

(duty), karma (cause and effect), moksha (liberation), and samsara (the cycle of rebirth) provide a deep spiritual framework. 

Cultural practices are integral, encompassing daily rituals, rites of passage, and vibrant festivals like Diwali and Holi. While the influence of the traditional 

caste system has evolved, it historically played a significant role in shaping social dynamics within Hindu society. 







DAY 1 • OCTOBER 24 

Understanding the Hindu People 
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On the first day of our prayer journey, we invite you to become familiar with the 
extensive Hindu culture which includes strong religious practices, deep rooted 
philosophy and beliefs, yearly festivals, arts and literature, and complex social structure. 
Hinduism encompasses daily practices, major festivals like Diwali, and core community 
values, deeply influencing individuals' lives through its spiritual and cultural traditions. 
This lifestyle dictates ethical and social behaviors under the concepts of karma and 
dharma. As we delve into these traditions, our 15-day prayer guide aims to illuminate the 
understanding of the Gospel among Hindus while also acknowledging the challenges 
faced by Hindu Background Believers, who often endure significant persecution. Thank 
you for joining many around the world as we pray for the resilience of those enduring 
persecution because of their faith and for the Hindu community's openness to the 
transformative message of Jesus Christ. 





DAY 3 • OCTOBER 26 

Praying Por Hindu Families 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The structure of Hindu family life is intricately woven with religious, cultural, 
and social customs that define their daily routines and values. Central to this 
familial identity is a strong commitment to family unity, reverence for elders, 
and dedicated participation in religious rituals. For example, it is common 
for extended families to live together in a joint family system, promoting 
intergenerational support and closeness-a tradition that is both cultural and 
practical. Daily spiritual practices, such as puja (worship), are a staple in most Hindu 
homes, with nearly 77% of Hindu families engaging in puja daily according to a recent survey. 
Additionally, major festivals like Diwali, celebrated by lighting lamps and exchanging gifts to symbolize the victory 
of light over darkness, play a significant role in strengthening familial and community ties. This blend of deep-rooted 
traditions and religious observances underscores the hierarchical yet closely bonded nature of Hindu family structures. 

As the world evolves, some Hindu families are beginning to explore new spiritual paths, seeking to exchange their 
traditional beliefs for the knowledge of a loving Savior, Jesus Christ. This journey of faith can be both challenging and 
transformative, especially for those deeply rooted in their religious traditions. Hindu Background Believers often face 
significant personal sacrifices as they dedicate their lives to reaching out to their families and communities with the 
message of the Gospel. Their commitment to sharing the love of Christ and bringing others into covenant with the true 
and living God of the Bible is both courageous and vital. It is essential that we pray for these brave individuals, asking 
for God's protection, strength, and guidance as they spread the Gospel to Hindu families. Our prayers can support their 
efforts, asking that their message be received with open hearts and that they be empowered to continue their mission 
amidst the challenges they face. 



y OC OBE 7 

WHY MANY PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS HAVE FLED ... 

A Closer Look at the Indian/Hindu Diaspora 

In a North American city, a community of Indian immigrants 

gather at a local temple, united by chants that resonate with 

the traditions of their homeland. This group represents the 

Indian/Hindu diaspora, which comprises individuals who 

have left India for various reasons including better economic 

opportunities, education, escape from rigid social structures, 

and the pursuit of personal freedom. Importantly, many also aim to preserve their cultural and religious identity in a 

foreign setting, where they can practice their beliefs freely without conforming to majority norms. However, not all 

members of the diaspora have migrated by choice; some, like Hindu Background Believers, have been forced to flee 

due to persecution. For example, Ramesh, a young convert from Odisha, faced severe threats and violence from his 

community, prompting him to seek safety in Europe where he could freely practice Christianity and rebuild his life, 

illustrating the difficult sacrifices many make for religious freedom. His story is a poignant example of the sacrifices 

many HBB make, leaving their homeland not just in search of a better life, but in pursuit of the basic right to worship 



DAY 5 • OCTOBER 28 

The Hindu Religion ......................... . 
Praying For Hindus to Know Jehovah God 

Understanding the vast and intricate belief system of Hinduism is essential for grasping 

the profound spiritual needs of its followers and the great importance of praying for them. 

While there are said to be 330 million gods within this religion, all these deities are seen as 

manifestations of a single ultimate reality, known as Brahma. This complex belief structure 

can create a spiritual environment where individuals may seek divine favor through 

numerous forms, yet still yearn for a deeper connection with the one true God. Recognizing 

the diversity and depth of these religious beliefs underscores the critical need to pray 

for the Hindu people, that they might encounter the love and truth of Jesus Christ, the 

embodiment of God's grace and the path to eternal salvation. 

Number of Religions Within Hinduism 

Hinduism is not a monolithic religion but rather 

a broad umbrella term encompassing a variety of 

religious traditions, practices, and philosophies. 

Within Hinduism, there are several major sects 

and traditions, including: 

1. Vaishnavism: Worship of Vishnu and 

his avatars like Krishna and Rama. 

2. Shaivism: Worship of Shiva as the 

supreme god. 

3. Shaktism: Worship of the Goddess, 

particularly in forms like Durga and Kali. 

4. Smartlsm: A more liberal and inclusive 

tradition that worships multiple deities, 

including Vishnu, Shiva, Shakti, Ganesh, and 

Surya, considering them all as manifestations 

of Brahman. 



In the 2023 executive summary of the Religious Liberty Commission of the 
Evangelical Fellowship of India, the annual report titled *"Faith Under Fire: 
Documenting Targeted Hate and Violence Against the Christian Community in 
India (2023)"* recorded a staggering 601 incidents of anti-Christian Violence. 
These disturbing events highlight the growing hostility faced by Christians in 
India. Below, we have outlined these 601 incidents, and over the next five pages 
of our prayer guide, we have identified five key areas of concern for you to cover 
in prayer. We invite you to engage with these pressing issues and lift them before 
the Lord as we intercede for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

For t:;o t:;his you were called, because Christ; also 
suPPered Por us, leaving us an example, chat; you should 

Pollow His seeps: 
'Who committed no sin, nor was deceit Pound in 

Hismouth'; who, when He was reviled, did not revile in 
return; when He suPPered, He did not threaten, but 

committed HimselP to Him who judges righteously; who 
HimselP boreour sins in His own body on the tree, that 

we, having died to sins, might live Por righteousness-by 
whose stripes you were healed. 

1 Pet:;er 2:21-24 

Arrested 

Church Burnt 

Church/Worship 

Stopped 

Falsely 

Accused/Arrested 

Forced Conversion 

Gender Violence 

Hate Campaign 

Physical Violence 

Social Opposition/ 

Boycott 

Threat/Harassment 

Vandalism 

87 

2 

40 

146 

15 

2 

10 

54 

37 

201 

7 

Grand Total 601 



DA 6 TOBE 9 

In 2015, Ta run Vijay, a Member of Parliament in India's 

Upper House, emphasized the importance of maintaining a Hindu 

majority in the country. He expressed concern that the Hindu population 

had dropped below 80 percent for the first time in India's history, 

stating that measures needed to be taken to address this decline. Vijay's 

comments reflect a nationalist perspective increasingly common and 

influential in India, as well as in other parts of South and South east 

Asia. This viewpoint considers conversions away from the dominant 

religions-such as Hinduism in India and Nepal, or Buddhism in Myanmar 

and Bhutan-as threats to national identity. In response, these countries, 

or specific states within India, have enacted laws that prohibit religious 

conversion under ambiguous terms like 'inducement' or 'fraudulent 

circumstances.' These laws are often applied selectively, effectively 

preventing conversions from majority to minority religions. The presence 

of anti-conversion laws tends to empower nationalist religious extremists, 

legitimizing their persecution of minority religious communities. 



give them strength to stand firm 1n 
their faith, desr>1te the fear of arrest, 

to soften their hearts and or>en 
their eyes to the injustice of anti­
conversion laws. Pray that these 

He has sent me to f)_roc/aim 

recovery of sight for the blind, 



DAY 8 • OCTOBER 31 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Praying For Christian House 
Churches Persecuted But Not Forsaken! 

Christian house churches in predominantly Hindu nations like India and Nepal face severe persecution, 

significantly influenced by Hindu nationalist agendas and strict regulations on religious gatherings. In India, 

2023 saw over 500 attacks on Christian communities, with many targeting house church gatherings through 

raids by local authorities and extremist groups, resulting in arrests and the disruption of worship services. 

Moreover, the systematic closure of house churches forces believers to meet secretly to avoid detection and 

harassment. Statistics indicate that about 60% of Christian congregations in Nepal have encountered some form of 

harassment or legal trouble. These situations underline the critical need for ongoing prayer and support for these 

communities, as they courageously continue their faith practices under such oppressive conditions. 



DAY 9 • NOVEMBER 1 

Praying For Hindu Background•••••••• 
Believers Pressured to Re-Convert 
to Hinduism - "Ghar Wapsi"? 

What is Ghar Wapsi: 

Ghar Wapsi (meaning "Homecoming" in Hindi) is a controversial term 

used in India referring to the process of converting individuals from 

Christianity or Islam back to Hinduism. Proponents of Ghar Wapsi argue 

that it is a way to return people to their "original" cultural and religious 

heritage, while critics argue that it is often carried out under coercion, 

pressure, or even intimidation. 

In several Hindu-majority nations, particularly in India, Christians face 

increasing pressure to participate in Ghar Wapsi, a controversial initiative 

aimed at reconverting them to Hinduism through social coercion, 

economic incentives, or threats of violence. Reports have emerged of 

Christian families being offered financial support or public recognition 

to renounce their faith, while others have faced threats of physical 

harm or social ostracism for resisting these ceremonies. Such coercive 

practices underscore the vulnerability of religious minorities and the 

broader issue of religious intolerance. Notably, in Uttar Pradesh in 2022, 

local Hindu nationalist groups held high-profile Ghar Wapsi events 

targeting Christian communities, forcing reconversion under intense 

public scrutiny. Similar pressures have been reported in rural areas, 

where Christians are forced into public renunciations of their faith. These 

developments highlight the severe pressures and risks Christians endure 

in these regions, underscoring the critical need for prayers for their 

protection, strength, and the courage to maintain their faith amidst such 

challenges, as well as for divine intervention to safeguard their 

religious freedom and dignity. 



DAY 10 • NOVEMBER 2 

The State oP Uttar Pradesh 
Treasures in Jars oP Clay! 

About Uttar Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh, located in northern India, is the most populous state in the country with over 240 million 

residents as of 2023. The state covers an area of about 243,286 square kilometers (93,933 square miles), 

making it one of India's largest states by land area. Uttar Pradesh is predominantly Hindu, with around 80% 

of the population identifying as Hindu, while Muslims make up approximately 19%. Christians and other 

religious minorities constitute less than 1% of the population. The state has a significant rural population, 

with agriculture being the primary occupation for many residents. 

The need for prayer ... 

Uttar Pradesh is one of the most challenging regions for religious minorities in India, and Hindu 

Background Believers endure severe persecution for their faith in Jesus. The hostility they face is often 

severe, fueled by societal and institutional pressures. In 2023, for example, a group of Hindu Background 

Believers in a village was brutally attacked by a mob after a prayer meeting. The attackers accused them of 

proselytizing and vandalized their homes, resulting in injuries and trauma. In another incident, a Christian 

pastor and his family were forcibly evicted and accused of illegal conversion activities by local authorities, 

leaving them to flee for safety and abandon their livelihood. These incidents underscore the dire 

circumstances Hindu Background Believers in Uttar Pradesh face, marked by violence and discrimination. 



DAY 11 • NOVEMBER 3 

The State oP Odisha (Orissa) • Pressed B 

About Odisha (Orissa) 

Odisha, located on the eastern coast 

of India, is home to approximately 46 

million people as of 2023. The state 

covers an area of about 155,707 square 

kilometers (60,119 square miles). 

Odisha's population is predominantly 

Hindu, with around 94% identifying 

with the Hindu faith, while Christians 

make up about 2.8% of the population, 

and Muslims account for approximately 

2.2%. Odisha is known for its rich 

cultural heritage, ancient temples, and 

diverse tribal communities, with about 

22% of the population belonging to 

Scheduled Tribes. 

The Urgent Need for Prayer 

for believers in Odisha 

In the state of Odisha, Hindu 

Background Believers face significant 

persecution for their faith in Jesus, 

encountering hostility from their 

communities and local authorities amid 

longstanding religious tensions. Many 

have suffered violence, social ostracism, 

and economic difficulties due to 

their conversion. 

These stories underscore the unwavering faithfulness of the Lord 

in sustaining His people through trials, providing them 

with strength, hope, and a tangible sense of His presence, 

even under the most trying circumstances. 



DAY 12 • NOVEMBER 4 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The State oP Manipur, India ... 
Persecuted, Not Forsaken! 
About Manipur 

Manipur, located in northeastern India, is a state with a population of approximately 3.2 

million people as of the latest census. It covers an area of around 22,327 square kilometers 

(8,621 square miles). The population of Manipur is religiously and ethnically diverse, with a 

majority being the Meitei people (predominantly Hindu), and the Naga and Kuki-Mizo hill 

tribes, most of whom are Christian. The religious composition includes Hindus making up 

about 51% of the population, Christians approximately 41 %, and Muslims around 8%. 

A Call to Prayer for Believers in Manipur ... 

In the state of Manipur in northeastern India, Hindu Background Believers endure 

considerable persecution due to their faith, exacerbated by the region's complex ethnic 

and religious dynamics which often lead to tensions and violence against religious 

minorities. The ongoing persecution underscores the urgent need for prayer and 

support for the Hindu Background Believers community in Manipur. It is vital to pray 

for their safety, the cessation of hostility, and for divine intervention to foster peace and 

tolerance in the region. 



DAY 13 • NOVEMBER 5 

Christian Leaders Call • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Por India to Be Designated 
"Country oP Particular Concern" 

In an article publ/shed on August 14, 2024, by 

Chrlstianwalk.com columnist MIiton Q. covers 

the urgent appeal from Christian leaders across the 

United States. 

NWe invite you to stand In solidarity with believers 

advocating for immediate action in support of Hindu 

Background Believers, particularly In India. Join us in 

prayer, united in our hope for the amendment of the 

oppressive laws that afflict persecuted Christians 

in India." 

Over 300 Christian leaders in the United States, 

including denominational leaders, are calling on the 

nation's State Department to designate India as a 

"Country of Particular Concern• due to its persecution 

of Christians. According to The Christian Post, the 

Christian leaders say that persecution of religious 

minorities in India grew worse since Mod i's regime 

began in 2014. 

"This surge in violence is propelled by a Hindu ethno­

nationalist or Hindutva supremacist political ideology, 

which conflates a militant Hindu ideology with 

Indian citizen identities,• the letter, organized by the 

Federation of Indian-American Christian Organizations 

in North America, states. "As a result, both the Hindu 

religion and India's Constitutional secular democracy 

have been severely distorted, leading to alarming 

levels of state-sanctioned violence against Christians, 

lower-caste Dalits, and other religious minorities both 

on the streets and within state structures.• 

The letter was signed by church leaders of various 

denominations, including 18 bishops, three 

archbishops, numerous clergy members, and leaders 

from Christian and theological organizations. It also 

refers to a January 2024 petition signed by more 

than 3,000 ecumenical Christian leaders in India, 

denouncing the Indian government's persecution of 

religious minorities. 

The letter also cites a report by the United Christian 

Forum, which notes a significant rise in attacks on 

Christians, from 127 incidents in 2014 to 720 in 2023. 

As pointed out in the letter, over 65,000 people being 

displaced in Manipur, and more than 350 churches 

were destroyed or damaged since May 2023 due to 

the persecution. 



DAY 14 • NOVEMBER 6 

A Call to Continued Prayer Por 
Persecuted Hindu Background Believers 

As we prepare to conclude our 15-day prayer guide, we want to express our heartfelt gratitude 

for joining us in this vital prayer journey. During these times of prayer, we've explored into the 

complex and challenging situations facing Hindu Background Believers across various states 

in India. We've witnessed the struggles of house churches, the legal battles faced by pastors, 

and the harsh realities under anti-conversion laws. Our exploration has revealed the depth of 

adversity, but also the profound strength and faith displayed by our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The call to "pray without ceasing" is a reminder that our commitment to intercession should 

not end after these 15 days. The challenges faced by HBBs do not relent, and neither should our 

prayers. We encourage you to integrate these prayer needs into your daily life, continuing to lift 

up the persecuted in your personal devotions, church services, and community groups . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

As we thank you for taking this journey with us, we hope you will continue to hold our 

persecuted brothers and sisters in your prayers, making them a permanent part of your 

intercessory prayer routines. Your prayers are a crucial support to those enduring persecution, 

and together, we can stand in solidarity, advocating for their rights and well-being through our 

persistent and faithful prayers. 

May the Lord bless you for your faithful commitment to interceding for the persecuted, 

and may you find joy and peace in your continued prayer life. 

Thank you for your dedication and spirit of compassion. 



DAY 15 • NOVEMBER 7 

"In Jesus' name, who suffered 

• I 
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