A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS

Hello Dear Friends,

Itis a joy to welcome you again
to this year's 15 Days of
Prayer for the Hindu World.
This tool is used around the
world and we are encouraged
to know that anyone who
prays using this guide, is
joining with so many others

in an expression of God'’s love
towards Hindu Peoples.

Our theme this year is the Hindu Diaspor.

The word ‘diaspora’ is a combination of tWo
words, dia speiro, which mean “to sow over.”
‘diaspora’ was first commonly used to refer t
spread out over the developing Hellenic worl
usage, ‘diaspora’ is a loosely defined term tha
population, such as members of a religious or
that has migrated and dispersed into different;
regions, which are separate from the original ge
homeland that they are historically identified wi

The Hindu Diaspora is much too varied and widely d
to cover comprehensively in this short prayer guidet
we will try to highlight the significant experiences of this
population and to focus our prayers on strategic locations
where they have become established. '

We will briefly touch upon the Ancient Hindu Diaspora of
South East Asia which existed at the time of Christ; followed
by a more in-depth look at the Old Hindu Diaspora which was
dispersed mostly in the 19th century, and we will end with a
look at the New Hindu Diaspora which dispersed following
much of South Asia gaining it’s independence in 1947.

With that in mind, we embark on these two weeks of focused
prayer and we can pray with confidence knowing that, no
matter where a diaspora Hindu finds themselves, God is not
far from them.

May your prayers be the gentle nudge that moves many in the
Hindu Diaspora to seek God and to find Him.

Thank you for joining in praying for God to bless Hindu
peoples, wherever they lay their head at night.

The Editors
15 Days of Prayer International



ABOUT HINDUISM

What is Hinduism?

About 15 percent of the world’s population identifies as
Hindu. Hinduism is too varied and complex to describe as a
singular religion. In fact, the very concept of religion itself
is not well suited to describe most forms of Hinduism. Due
to the complexity of Hinduism, we will not try to provide a
complete understanding of it here.

Hindus adhere to many different religions, traditions,
teachings, or belief systems and any Hindu person might
have their own separate set of creeds, beliefs, etc. In some
ways, it might be better to describe Hinduism as a culture
rather than a religion or even a grouping of religions.
Hinduism contains many faith movements, and yet is much
more than just a religious marker.

Who is a Hindu?

It is useful to recognize that the word “Hinduism” and the
identifier “Hindu” is commonly and comfortably used, by
Hindus themselves, to describe a broad set of ideas, cultural
practices and collective identity. Within Hinduism, there

is no central orthodoxy, creed or set of beliefs that can be
used to determine who is a Hindu. There is no commonly
accepted way that a Hindu could cease to be a Hindu, or for
someone who wasn’t born a Hindu to become one. A Hindu
is born a Hindu, they do not become one by professing any
particular set of beliefs, worshipping any specific god, or
by an act of conversion.

What are the origins of Hinduism?

Hinduism formed in South Asia millennia ago and it keeps
morphing and changing even today. The long formation of
Hinduism has produced a diverse collection of literature.
However, while there are some sacred texts that are considered
universally valuable, there is no one book of scripture that is held
by all Hindus to be universally authoritative or that is equally
revered by all Hindus. There is also a very large number of revered
saints, gurus, authors and personalities who have each made
their own contribution to the many Hinduisms but it is important
to note that there is no single founder or event that Hindus give
credit to for starting Hinduism.
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